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…a  Barcelona trapped 
beneath ashen skies as 
dawn poured over the p
Rambla de Santa Mónica in 
a wreath of liquid copper… 
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It appears that the profession ofIt appears that the profession ofIt appears that the profession of It appears that the profession of 
librarianship as taught and practiced in librarianship as taught and practiced in 

many environments is unclear how it can many environments is unclear how it can 
offer real value without retreating into the offer real value without retreating into the 
stock defenses of our role as gatekeepers stock defenses of our role as gatekeepers 
of quality, guarantors of access, and the of quality, guarantors of access, and the 
sole possessors of the true knowledge of sole possessors of the true knowledge of 

catalogingcataloging..catalogingcataloging..

- Andrew Dillon

Dean, School of Information ScienceDean, School of Information Science

University of Texas
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Source: BL JISC paperSource:  BL-JISC paper, 
“Information Behaviour of the 
Researcher of the Future”
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The graph shows the relative value that members of the academic 
community place on a range of methods for finding articles. The age 
differences are startling and they suggest that the shift away from the g y gg y
physical to the virtual library will accelerate very rapidly and that 
tools like GoogleScholar will be increasingly a real and present 
disruption to the library as an institution.

“Information Behaviour of
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the Researcher of the Future”

11 January 2008
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Riohondo Community 
College, Macroeconomics 
course
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Wake Forest University Statistics 2006-2007

ewake.wfubmc.edu:88/.../Statistics_06_07.html
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• What do students need to learn?
• How do we know that they learned it?y
• How demonstrable is the library’s role in answering those 

questions to the academic institution, and to its own
stakeholders: accrediting boards, parents, etc.?

“Once academic libraries merge with academic computing in a new,
tuition-supported model of service provision, we will have a 21st-century 
academic library.”

- Andrew Dillon

Dean, School of Information Science

University of Texas
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