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Badge Connect™ API - OB 2.1

OVERVIEW
• Major enhancement to OBv2 enables convenient 

user-centric selection of the host system for their 
badges

• Provides badge recipients the ability to authorize 
the sending of their badges from one service to 
another  

• Realizes the dream of a federated “backpack” 
ecosystem!
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SOLVES PROBLEMS
• Eliminates the need for users to manually 

download then upload badges into a different 
system 

• Open standard API reduces need for proprietary 
integrations between systems 
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FEATURES
• Built on OB 2.0 data model which remains 

unchanged and fully supported 

• Adds a secure RESTful API to OB 2.0 for 
transporting badges  

• IMS certification will be available to products that 
issue, display, and/or host Open Badges 
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Simplified: 3 Actors
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Three Service Roles: Issuer, Host, and Displayer

• Issuers award Open Badge Assertions to recipients
• Hosts allow recipients to store and manage the 

badges they have earned, and decide how they will 
be shared

• Displayers help learners show off their badges and 
make sense of them

Quick Primer on OB 2.0 Roles
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The following use cases are supported by this specification:

• A recipient of an Assertion wants to import 
historically-issued badges into a chosen Host from an 
Issuer platform.

• A user wishes to authorize an Issuer to push awarded 
Assertions to their chosen Host upon issue.

• A user wishes to connect their Assertions to a 
recruiting platform.

User Stories
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The following use cases are supported by this specification:

• A user wishes to move their badges from one Host to 
another Host.

• A Relying Party wishes to obtain plaintext recipient 
identifier, to clearly understand the recipient profile 
in their badges.

• An Issuer platform wishes to register a new recipient 
identifier on a recipient profile to which it would 
award badges. 

User Stories (Continued)

http://www.imsglobal.org/trademarks
http://www.imsglobal.org/


© 2019 IMS Global Learning Consortium, Inc.  All Rights Reserved. Trademark Information www.imsglobal.org | @learningimpact

Louie Sharpe is a learner. He is our Resource Owner.

He earns badges from a number of issuers along his 
learning journey. They recognize achievements formal 
and informal.

Louie wants to store these badges in his Open Badges 
Backpack and share them easily to services that help 
him turn badges back into real world value.

He was issued a badge from Badgewell. He has also 
accumulated badges elsewhere. He will pull from 
multiple locations into Milestone to display.

Live Demonstration

http://www.imsglobal.org/trademarks
http://www.imsglobal.org/


© 2019 IMS Global Learning Consortium, Inc.  All Rights Reserved. Trademark Information www.imsglobal.org | @learningimpact

http://www.imsglobal.org/trademarks
http://www.imsglobal.org/


© 2019 IMS Global Learning Consortium, Inc.  All Rights Reserved. Trademark Information www.imsglobal.org | @learningimpact

http://www.imsglobal.org/trademarks
http://www.imsglobal.org/


© 2019 IMS Global Learning Consortium, Inc.  All Rights Reserved. Trademark Information www.imsglobal.org | @learningimpact

http://www.imsglobal.org/trademarks
http://www.imsglobal.org/


© 2019 IMS Global Learning Consortium, Inc.  All Rights Reserved. Trademark Information www.imsglobal.org | @learningimpact

http://www.imsglobal.org/trademarks
http://www.imsglobal.org/


© 2019 IMS Global Learning Consortium, Inc.  All Rights Reserved. Trademark Information www.imsglobal.org | @learningimpact

STATUS
• OB 2.1 is in Candidate Final status and available 

now for early adopter IMS members 

• IMS is currently developing the conformance 
certification test suite 

• Timeline
– Late March: Certification test suite available
– Q2: First certified products
– Q2/Q3: TAB vote and Final release
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EARLY ADOPTERS

Badge Connect™ API - OB 2.1

All OBv2 Certified Products
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RESOURCES (for IMS Members)
• Latest version of Candidate Final specification 

documents

• Reference implementation tools

• Github repository

imsglobal.org/activity/digital-badges

dc.imsglobal.org (Reference Implementations)
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Thank You!
Q & A Time

All OBv2 Certified Products
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