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The tracks of  K-12 equity are running differently
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iNACOL Definition of  CBE 2011
1. Students advance upon demonstrated mastery;

2. Competencies include explicit, measurable, transferable learning 
objectives that empower students;

3. Assessment is meaningful and a positive learning experience for 
students;

4. Students receive timely, differentiated support based on their 
individual learning needs; and

5. Learning outcomes emphasize competencies that include 
application and creation of  knowledge, along with the 
development of  important skills and dispositions
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1. Students are empowered daily to make important decisions 
about their learning experiences, how they will create and apply 
knowledge, and how they will demonstrate their learning.

2.Assessment is a meaningful, positive, and empowering learning 
experience for students that yields timely, relevant, and actionable 
evidence. 

3. Students receive timely, differentiated support based on their 
individual learning needs.

4. Students progress based on evidence of  mastery, not seat time. 

5. NEW Students learn actively using different pathways and 
varied pacing.

6.NEW. Strategies to ensure equity for all students are embedded 
in the culture, structure, and pedagogy of  schools and education 
systems.

Aurora Definition of  CBE 2019iNACOL Definition of  CBE 2011
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Curriculum Currency

A Changing Set of  Characteristics

LITTLE STEPS

HIGHLY SEQUENCED

COMMON STARTING POINTS

COMMON LEARNING EXPERIENCES

PATHWAYS

STUDENT DRIVEN

INDIVIDUAL  STARTING POINTS

INDIVIDUAL LEARNING EXPERIENCES



STANDARDS COMPETENCIES
PATHWAYS

A Changing Set of  Characteristics

LITTLE STEPS

HIGHLY SEQUENCED

COMMON STARTING POINTS

COMMON LEARNING EXPERIENCES

MANY OPTIONS

STUDENT DRIVEN

INDIVIDUAL  STARTING POINTS

INDIVIDUAL LEARNING EXPERIENCES
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CBE IS A 
ROUTE TO 
EQUITY

OPPORTUNITY 
IN CONTEXT

• IT INTEGRATES THE PROGRAM
• PROVIDES AN ASSESSMENT UMBRELLA
• IT IS CROSS-CURRICULAR
• ENABLES MULTIPLE FORMS OF 

EVIDENCE
• CAN DOVETAIL WITH CURRENT 

GRADING SYSTEMS
• CAN BE IMPLEMENTED 

INCREMENTALLY
• CAPTURES GROWTH + PROFICIENCY

FROM AN INSTITUTIONAL PERSPECTIVE



CHAOS?



Are we organizing for equity in 
the way we did in the past?







How do we then:

SORT

CHOOSE

PACK

STORE

and

CARRY

LEARNING EXPERIENCES 
FOR EQUITY

in the 21st century?



ISSUES TO EQUITY

STARTING POINTS WHEN ENDPOINTS ARE NOT SO CLEAN

GROWTH RATHER THAN COHORT PROFICIENCY

STUDENT AGENCY NEEDS TO BE ENABLED & MANAGED



ISSUES TO EQUITY
COMPETENCY BASED LEARNING PROVIDES THE UMBRELLA

PBL CTE STANDARDS SEL COLLEGE 
PREP

COMMUNITY
&

INTERNSHIPS

EXTRA & CO
CURRICULAS

PATHWAYS & AN ASSESSMENT BACKBONE





How Is a Pathway Different From a 
Course?
PATHWAY: AUTONOMOUS 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR COMPETENCY

COURSE: SCOPE & SEQUENCE FOR 
SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION
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What is a Pathway?

Demonstrating what you 
can do in a transferable 
manner.

Each requirement in the 
milestone has a clear set 
of  learning outcomes.



FROM CURRICULAR 
MAPS TO OPPORTUNITY 

EQUITY MAPS



How Does It 
Create 
Student 
Agency?

• Students make choices
• Choose 4 of  6



The Pathway System

SYSTEMS 
Integration is the key.

• Debate
• Model UN
• Student Govt.
• Athletics
• Service Learning



HOW THEN DO WE:

SORT

CHOOSE/ASSESS

PACK

STORE

and

CARRY/EXCHANGE

LEARNING EXPERIENCES 

FOR EQUITY



PIVOT
TRANSCRIPT PARTNERSHIP FOR K-12


