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SURF & Open Badges
2016

▪ Pressure cook session with stakeholders

▪ Whitepaper published

▪ Experiment with Mozilla open badge framework

2017 - 2018

▪ Proof of Concept

2018 - 2019

▪ Pilot eduBadges

2020

▪ eduBadges service offering for Dutch HE?



About the eduBadges PoC

2017 - 2018

• 10 participating institutions

• Open Badge Infrastructure based on Open Source Badgr 

• Collaboration with Concentric Sky on joint development

• Development on Badgr on Github (https:///github.com/edubadges)

• SSO SURFconext – openID Connect

• LTI integration component

• Code audit



Learned lessons Edubadges Proof of Concept



Edubadges Pilot 2018 - 2019
▪ Fresh install edubadges infrastructure

- Roles and permissions model extended
- Frontend Theming options

▪ GDPR compliant
- New enrolment workflow

▪ More participating institutions

▪ Increasing effort on policy support for enabling microcredentialing within Dutch HE 

▪ Preparing business model for service delivery by SURF to Dutch HE

▪ Persistent identity 

▪ Continuous development



Work in progress

▪ Metadata Extensions    

▪ Alignment with European exchange and description frameworks

▪ Develop badge signing - digital signatures to permit validation of open badges without 

a need to access an assertion database

▪ Extend LTI integration to improve LMS/SIS – badge system communication

▪ Researching and experimenting with blockchain/distributed ledger technology for 

making access to endorsements and badge classes more transparent and verifiable

▪ & many things more…

ISSUER BADGECLASS



Full report that reviews for Signed Open Badges cryptographic practices : 
https://wiki.surfnet.nl/display/OB/Signing+Open+Badges

https://wiki.surfnet.nl/display/OB/Signing+Open+Badges
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