
PreK-12
Digital Curriculum

Overview

Department of Curriculum, Instruction, and Digital Learning (CIDL) 



Department of Curriculum, Instruction, and Digital Learning (CIDL) 

What is the PreK-12 Curriculum System?

A comprehensive collection of resources, programs, 
policies, structures and technologies that are 
intentionally designed and aligned within a continuous 
improvement framework to facilitate the academic 
progress of every child, in every Chicago neighborhood.  

The core of the system is a rigorous, standards-aligned 
and culturally-relevant digital curriculum.
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If we successfully implement the 
PreK-12 Curriculum System, then we 
will establish consistent expectations 
for student learning, ensure all CPS 
students engage with the 
highest-quality curricular options and 
increase the return on the district’s 
investments in teaching and 
learning. 
(Access the Full ToA)

Theory 
of 

Action

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F7KUs9InB5iCyiDzhKl0SHXp027l-NKvReK0PxBV3I4/edit
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Driven 
by the 
Vision
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Department of 
Curriculum, 

Instruction, & 
Digital 

Learning
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(TBD)
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Elements of the Digital Curriculum
1. Scope and Sequence
2. Units of Study
3. Lessons
4. Curriculum Map
5. One-page Unit Overview
6. Annotated Unit Outline
7. Guidance Documents
8. Recommended Structures
9. Formative, Lesson-level Assessments

10. Formal Unit Assessments
11. Formal Interim Assessments 
12. Assessment Items Banks 
13. Supplemental Resources

Arts
English/Language Arts

Mathematics
Science

Social Science
World Language 
(Spanish, French)

Physical Education/Health
Computer Science
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What is the 
Curriculum 
Collaborative?

Membership will include teachers, 
APs, principals, students, contracted 
vendors, content and category 
specialists, network staff, university 
partners, CTUF, municipal partners, 
and community organizations. 

Application and recommendation 
processes will launch in February 2019 
to identify educators (employees) for 
the Curriculum Collaborative.

A team of 
employees and 
external partners 
that will build the 
district’s PreK-12 
Digital Curriculum.
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Digital 
Readiness 
Training
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Timeline for Cohort I Program - Year I

Summer 2018 Fall 2018 Winter 2019 Spring 2019 Summer 2019

July
Schools 

Selected and 
Notified

December
Overview for 

Administrators - 
Networks and 

Schools

January
Implementing 

Digital Learning

March/April
Project Based 

Learning

June
Reflection & 
Next Steps

February/March
Models of Blended 

Learning





Designing for Interoperability



Chicago Public Schools’ Technical Target

Work with 
present 
network

Understand 
the network 

today

Understand 
IMS 

standard 
model of 

integration

Plug + play w/SIS, 
assessment tools, 
content vendors, 
current in-house 
delivery system

Define data 
standards for 

all content

Understand  
direction for 
tomorrow  
(Equality 
across all 
school)

Understand 
Google 

Integration

Delivery of high 
quality & low 

quality (based 
on school 
network)



Chicago Public Schools’ Analytics Target

SMART Objects:

Capture real-time 
data in Year 2 

for all resources

Review the 
metrics and mix & 
match according 

to CPS’ directions

Benchmark 
performance 

indicators current 
from Day 1



Chicago Public Schools’ Vendors Target

Provide content
 via IMS Common 

Cartridge 
& Thin CC

Provided iframe 
technical playlist

Enable 
modifications of 

their lessons 
by any teachers

Assessments 
built into each 

lesson

Caliper 
Analytics
 output by 

iframe
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CPS Remote Learning Spring 2020

● CPS provided students with 100,000+ Chromebooks 
and Wi-Fi hotspots.

● SAFARI Montage broadcast over 700 Schlessinger Media 
educational programs to 4 Chicago-area television stations in 
English and Spanish

● Hundreds of professional learning opportunities created and 
facilitated by CIDL

● Digital resources selected and made available district-wide 
including simultaneous-use eBooks


