To: Global Educational Community Stakeholders
This letter has been drafted to express to the educational marketplace, providers and consumers, the mutual
intent of the IMS Global Learning Consortium (IMS Global) and SIF Association to further the organizational
alignment that began almost one year ago with the formation of the Assessment Interoperability Framework
(AIF) project. The goals of this proposed collaboration are to:
 Facilitate the development and support of a single technical standards community model that
promotes an ongoing dialogue around the interoperability needs of preK-20 education across
the globe.
 Collectively create and foster the development, adoption and implementation of open
technical specifications for learning and educational technology interoperability.
 Enable technology-based personalized learning opportunities and create opportunities for the
sharing of effective practices to further the educational marketplace.
For countries around the world to evolve to better results from their educational systems, the need for a
complete “picture” of the learner is critical to link the appropriate resources, programs and content to allow
for a successful personalized learning progression. It is then critical that this information and its linkages be
available for use throughout the learner’s life, including preK-12, vocational, higher education and/or the
workplace.
Personalized learning opportunities do not or will not occur only within the physical space of the classroom,
workplace or even the home. Learning is going digital and buyers of content require diverse sources to be
combined to personalize learning. There now is a need for unprecedented levels of cooperation to make this
happen and it needs to happen in a way that creates opportunity for learners, purchasers and marketplace
suppliers in a trusted approach to keep the barriers to innovation low.
The continued alignment of IMS and SIF is important to the education community. IMS and SIF jointly
represent a critical mass of education institutions that recognize that interoperability between suppliers helps
lower costs, fosters innovation, and leads to improved learning experiences and outcomes. IMS and SIF also
represent an unparalleled set of education suppliers that see the importance of an open, professional, and
participatory process for defining interoperability requirements and developing ongoing specifications for
interoperability standards. It is clear a common, integrated process for setting standards across preK-20 will
benefit educational institutions and suppliers alike – and IMS and SIF have the necessary support and
capability to successfully implement this process.
The combination of IMS Global and the SIF Association resources will enable:







Coherent coverage of content and data interoperability
Interoperability across preK-12 and higher education
Support and adoption of open standards by institutions, suppliers & government organizations
Support for regional activities around the world
Focus of education industry investment on accelerating innovation
Rapid realization of an open and flexible foundation for the next generation of teaching, learning
and educational achievement
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IMS Global and the SIF Association are currently exploring cooperative projects and aligned operational
efficiencies similar in structure to the highly successful Assessment Interoperability Framework (AIF) project,
which is currently reshaping the landscape of U.S. assessment in cooperation with the U.S. Race to the Top
Assessment program.
We, the leadership of the two standards communities, commit to keep the marketplace informed on the
progression of these alignment activities.

IMS Global Board Members

SIF Association Board Members

Rob Abel
Chief Executive Officer
IMS Global Learning Consortium
Mark Armstrong
Vice President
Oracle Higher Ed Product Development

Nick Barron
Head of Business Development
Fronter (UK)
Mitch Benson
Senior Vice President, Technology Strategy and
Product Management
Pearson Education (US)
Bethann Canada
Director of Educational Information Management
Virginia Department of Education (US)
Karen Crowston
Head of Professional Services for Link2ICT
Service Birmingham (UK)
Larry Fruth
Executive Director, Chief Executive Officer
SIF Association
Michael King
Vice President
IBM Global Education Industry (US)
Steve King
Vice President
ESP Solutions Group (US)
Dave Moravec
President
Integrity Schools (US)
Patrick Plant
Planning Consultant
Plant and Associates (US)
Jennifer Schmidt
Director of State and Federal Reporting
TRECA (US)
Adam Todhunter
Deputy Secretary, Government Services Division
Victoria Department of Treasury and Finance (AU)

Jeremy Auger
CTO & Executive VP
Desire2Learn Incorporated
Koby Avital
GPM Office Education
Microsoft
Curtiss Barnes
Vice President, Strategic Market Development
Cengage Learning
Timothy Beekman
President & Co-Founder
SAFARI Montage
Jim Behnke
Executive Vice President/Chief Learning Officer
Pearson
Emilio P. L. Bernabei
Director, Corporate Development
SMART Technologies
Malcolm Brown
Director
EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative
David J. Ernst
CIO and Associate Vice President
University of California Office of the President
William H. Graves
Senior Vice President Academic Strategy
Ellucian
John T. Harwood
Associate Vice Provost for Information Technology
Penn State

Page 2 of 3

Ray Henderson
CTO & President
Blackboard Academic Platforms
Michael King
Vice President
IBM Global Education Industry
Gloria Pickar
Group President & Chief Academic Officer
Embanet+Compass
Mark Stiles
Emeritus Professor, Staffordshire University
Chair of JISC-CETIS

Page 3 of 3

